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Why October 27 is the
Blackest Day for Kashmiris!

M Raza Malik

The people of Jammu and
Kashmir have been engaged in a
peaceful struggle to achieve free-
dom from India for the past sev-
eral decades and the worst kind
of Indian state terrorism during
all these years has failed to in-
timidate them into submission.

The sufferings of Kashmiri
people started with the landing of
Indian army in Jammu and Kash-
mir on October 27 in 1947. Since
then the Kashmiris on both sides
of the Line of Control and across
the globe are observing the day
as Black Day and consider it as
the blackest day in the history of
Kashmir. India had landed its
troops in Jammu and Kashmir in
complete disregard to the Indian
Independence Act and Partition
Plan in 1947, which stated that
the Indian British Colony would
be divided into two sovereign
states, India, with Hindu-major-
ity areas, and Pakistan, with the
Muslim-majority areas of West-
ern provinces and east Bengal.

The Partition Plan had given the
then princely states the choice to
join either of the two countries on
the basis of their geographical situ-
ation and communal amity but In-
dia forcibly occupied Hyderabad,
Junagarh and Jammu and Kash-
mir. Hyderabad and Junagarh were
Hindu-majority states but their rul-
ers were Muslims. Jammu and
Kashmir was a Muslim-majority
state and had a natural tendency
to accede to Pakistan, but its then
Hindu ruler, Maharaja Hari Singh,
destroyed the future of Kashmiri
people by announcing its acces-
sion to India under a controversial
document (Instrument of Acces-
sion). Many neutral observers like
British historian, Alistair Lamb, re-
ject the existence of any such
document with the argument that
if it were there then Indian gov-
ernment would have made it pub-
lic either officially or at any inter-
national forum. Indian troops, the

forces of Dogra Maharaja, and
Hindu extremists massacred over
three hundred thousand Kashmiri
Muslims within a period of two
months with the intention to
change the demographic compo-
sition of the territory.

Itis also a reality that the so-
called Boundary Commission,
headed by British Barrister, Cyril
Radcliff, that demarcated parti-
tion line between Pakistan and
India, played a pivotal role in pav-
ing the way for Indian illegal
occupation of Kashmir. The
Commission split Gurdaspur, a
Muslim majority area, under a
conspiracy, and handed it over
to India, providing it land route
to Jammu and Kashmir.

Right from first day, the
people of Kashmir did not ac-
cept Indian illegal occupation
and started an armed struggle
supported by a public uprising
in 1947. After sensing defeat to
its forces, India approached the
UN Security Council on Janu-
ary 1, 1948, seeking its help to
settle the dispute over Kashmir.
Indian invasion and occupation
of Kashmir was nullified by the
successive UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions. The Security
Council passed two resolutions
on August 13, 1948, and Janu-
ary 5, 1949, which were ac-
cepted both by Pakistan and In-
dia. Through these resolutions,
the UN approved a ceasefire,
demarcation of the ceasefire
line, demilitarization of the state
and a free and impartial plebi-
scite to be conducted under the
supervision of the United Na-
tions. Although one phase of
these resolutions (ceasefire and
demarcation of ceasefire line)
was implemented while demili-
tarization of the occupied terri-
tory and holding of a plebiscite
still remain unimplemented.

The Kashmiris’ determina-
tion and international pressure
forced Indian rulers to promise

before the world community to
resolve the dispute and to give
the people of Kashmir an oppor-
tunity to exercise their right of
self-determination, but later they
backtracked from their commit-
ments. The continued callous
attitude of New Delhi towards
permanently settling the Kash-
mir conflict has been a constant
threat to the peace, security and
stability of the entire
South Asian region for the last
sixty-six years.

After the failure of all peace-
ful means of resolving the Kash-
mir dispute, the people of Kash-
mir started a massive agitation,
in 1989. It gathered momentum
with the passage of time and
compelled the Indian rulers to
start negotiations with Pakistan
to hammer out a resolution of the
dispute. The talks process be-
tween Pakistan and India started
in January 2004 and continued
till the occurrence of Mumbai at-
tacks on November 26, 2008.
While Pakistan exhibited full se-
riousness and considerable flex-
ibility in the dialogue process,
India’s intransigent approach
continued to remain the biggest
hurdle in the resolution of the
Kashmir dispute and it always
looked for excuses to derail the
peace process. After the Mumbai
incident, it wasted no time in put-
ting the responsibility of these
attacks on Pakistan and its intel-
ligence agencies without any sub-
stantive evidence. Now an officer
of Indian home ministry has re-
vealed that India itself had or-
chestrated the Parliament and
Mumbai attacks to strengthen its
anti-terror laws. Since the
Mumbai attacks, the relations
between the two countries could
not become normal and tension
between them still exists particu-
larly on the Line of Control.

On the other hand, in 2008,
the Kashmiris added a new di-
mension to their struggle against

the Indian occupation. They
started taking to the streets in
large numbers to express their
anti-India sentiments and de-
mand their right to self-determi-
nation in a peaceful manner. This
mass uprising continued for
three consecutive years. Some-
times the number of peaceful
protesters thronging the streets
of Srinagar had exceeded one-
million mark. However, most of
the time Indian forces re-
sponded to these peaceful dem-
onstrators with military might.
The occupation forces killed
more than two-hundred peace-
ful protesters during this period.
Unfortunately, instead of taking
these massive demonstrations as
a referendum against its illegal
hold on Kashmir, New Delhi
once again resorted to dilly-
dallyingtactics like sending inter-
locutors and different delega-
tions to Kashmir to buy time and
pacify tempers in the occupied
territory.

India has exhausted all its re-
sources but it has miserably failed
to suppress the liberation senti-
ment of the Kashmiri people. It
has given its forces unbridled pow-
ers under black laws like Armed
Forces Special Powers Act, Pub-
lic Safety Act and Disturbed Ar-
eas Act to commit atrocities
against the innocent and unarmed
civilians in occupied Kashmir. The
trigger-happy troops have
martyred around ninety-
four thousand Kashmiris, wid-
owed more than twenty-
three thousand women, orphaned
over one-lac children and mo-
lested or gang raped more thanten
thousand Kashmiri women during
the past 24 years. The where-
abouts of thousands of innocent
youth disappeared in troops’ cus-
tody are still not known.

The discovery of thousands
of unmarked and unnamed
graves across the territory have
raised apprehensions about the

safety of the disappeared youth.
The human rights commission of
the territory and other interna-
tional humanitarian organizations
like the Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have de-
manded an independent thorough
investigation into these mass
graves to ascertain the identity of
the buried persons. Even the Eu-
ropean Union Parliament had
unanimously passed a resolution
in its session in Strasbourg on
July 10, 2008, asking India to
conduct an impartial probe into
the matter. However, all these
pleas have fallen on deaf ears as
India is yet to respond.

In abid to send a strong mes-
sage to the Kashmiris that any-
one who would challenge its rule
on Kashmir would be dealt with
sternly, New Delhi has started
sentencing innocent Kashmiri
youth to life imprisonment in
false cases. The hanging of
Muhammad Afzal Guru in Feb-
ruary this year in connection with
the 2001 Parliament attack case
just to “satisfy the conscience of
Indian society” was part of this
game plan. India claims that
Jammu and Kashmir is its inte-
gral part but the harassment and
killing of Kashmiris in all parts
of India continues unabated.

These are the reasons for
observance of October 27 as
Black Day by the Kashmiris all
across the globe. The obser-
vance is intended to draw world
attention towards the miseries
and plight of the Kashmiri people
and appeal to the international
community to come forward
and help resolve the lingering dis-
pute in accordance with their as-
pirations. It is also aimed at
sending a loud and clear mes-
sage to India that the Kashmiris
reject its illegal occupation of
their homeland and that they
would continue their struggle till
they achieved their inalienable
right to self-determination.

ACCESSION DOCUMENT SHROUDED IN
FALSE MYTHS - KASHMIR BLACK DAY

Abdul Majid Zargar

A web of falsehood has been
woven around the instrument of
accession between Indian Govt.
& Maharaja of Kashmir to present
it as a credible & genuine docu-
ment before the international com-
munity & General public. How-
ever, continuous scholarly de-
bates & archival materials have
exposed such falsehoods.

Noted historian & author of
several books, Dr. Abdul Ahad
who has held many important po-
sitions as Director Archives &
museums, has termed the instru-
ment of accession as a bogus
document on the basis of archi-
val material, overwriting in
dates, type of ink used for sig-
natures etc. etc. In chapter 23 of
his book Kashmir-Triumphs &
Tragedies, he has exposed a
number of infirmities in the in-
strument of accession which
puts its credibility to a severe
test. Probably this explains the
Indian unwillingness to present
the original instrument before

UNO or its exhibition in the white
paper on Kashmir presented be-
fore Indian Constituent Assembly
on 3rd March 1948.(See also
Aliastar Lamb-ChapterV1) Be that
as it may, there have been many
other myths floated in the past
around this instrument which
need to be rebutted to put the
records straight.

The first of such myths is that
the instrument of accession was
signed by Maharaja on 26th Oc-
tober. V.P. Menon, the man sup-
posed to have obtained
Maharaja’s Signatures States in
his book “Integration of States”
that he travelled from Delhi to
Jammu on this date, got the in-
strument signed by Maharaja &
flew back to Delhi. This simply
cannot be true as the Maharaja
along with his family left Kash-
mir in the wee hours of 26th Oc-
tober and considering the condi-
tion of Srinagar-Jammu Road(it
used to be called as Banihal cart
road those days and there was
no Jawahar Tunnel) and the eye-

witness account of those who
saw Maharaja’s Motorcade pass
through different towns like
Ramban,Kud & Udhampur, Ma-
haraja could not have reached
Jammu before 7.00 PM. That be-
ing so and keeping in view the
absence of night landing & take-
off facilities at Jammu Airport
those days it is next to impossible
for any person to fly from Delhi
to Jammu & back at such an odd
hour. Besides this there are other
evidences which nail his lie. Ac-
cording to Alexander Symon,
Britain’s deputy High Commis-
sioner in New Delhi, he met
Menon on 26th October in Delhi
and was told that he would fly to
Jammu next day i.e 27th
October.(LP&S/13/1845b,ff 283-
95-India office records). Yet an-
other evidence is provided by
M.C.Mahajan, Kashmir’s then
Prime Minster. Writing in his au-
tobiography, “Looking back-
page 154" Mahajan says that he
along with Menon went to Jammu
on 27th October after receiving a

message from Aerodrome officer
in Srinagar around 9 AM that In-
dian troops had landed there. On
reaching Maharaja’s Palace in
Jammu and after some discussion
,formal documents were signed
by Maharaja which Menon took
back to Delhi. If any doubt re-
mains, it is set at rest by Nehru’s
letter of 27th October addressed
to Mahraja which reads as “ Sh.
V.P.Menon returned from Jammu
this evening(means 27th Octo-
ber) and informed me of talks
there. He gave me the instrument
of accession which you have
signed. Even Patel’s Daughter &
secretary, Maniben Patel says
that her father received Menon
at Airport on arrival from Jammu
on 27th October & not on 26th as
is made out to be (Noorani-Front-
line 24th March 1995) By all
these evidences, it is proved be-
yond doubt that if at all instru-
ment of accession was ever
signed, it was on 27th October
after the Indian troops had
landed in Srinagar.

The second of such false
myths is that Indian forces en-
tered Kashmir following a tribal
incursion on 22nd October 1947,
But it is now an established fact
that under ‘operation Rescue’,
Indian Govt. had dispatched four
commando platoons of it’s army’s
50th Parachute Brigade and bat-
teries of Patiala artillery (most of
the times camouflaged in civvies)
to Kashmir between 12th & 17th
October, 1947, well before the
tribal invasion. In-fact, Srinagar
Airport was already surrounded
& secured by these forces when
the Indian Army was formally air-
lifted on 27th October. It needs
to be noted that Mountbatten
had already promised Hari Singh
of such military help during his
June 1947 Visit to
Srinagar(Freedom at Midnight-
page 205.See also Patel’s Corre-
spondence with Defence Minster
Baldev Singh)Thus, it was India
who first sent armed forces into
Kashmir even before the Maha-
raja signed the accession.
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