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Work for Regional Harmony Rather Cre-
ating Gulf Between Two Islamic Countries

Zaheerul Hassan

Countrywide  violence
started after 65 years old Mullah
Abdul Qadir’s judicial murder in
Bangladesh. In this ongoing
blast wave 29 individuals had
been killed, many injured, in
addition to fire bombing of train
stations,  pro-government
businesses and blocking of
roads.

Bangladesh has executed the
Abdul Qadir Mullah, who was
sentenced for allegedly
committing murders of locals
during 1971 of Indo-Pak war.
He was a senior leader of
Jamaat-e- Islami Party and the
first person convicted and
hanged by Bangladesh's
International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT). Mrs. Husina Wajid’s
government had set up ICT in
2010 to investigate abuses
committed during the 1971
conflict.

Wave of violence spread
through towns and cities after
hanging of opposition leader,
media reports. The brutal and
revenge full act of Indian’s
puppet government has been

condemned all over the globe.
In this connection, UN and
world human rights
commissions declared this
inhuman act against a politician.
Pakistani Parliament has also
condemned the ruthless
judicious murder of Abdul Qadir.
Pakistani government has called
her ambassador to discuss the
current situation of Bangladesh
after the killing of an old
politician.

In fact, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Wajid is known
for her pro-Indian tilt. Since her
coming into power, she
deliberately avoided
confrontation with India over
country’s core issues like border
and water. She always tried to
win the masses’ support while
creating anti Pakistan sentiments
inthe public. Before establishing
ICT and trial of Mullah Qadir,
the government has made efforts
to create anti Pakistan
environment while arranging
some functions covering the
roles of various segments of
society in creation of
Bangladesh. Mullah has been

hanged on the factitious
evidence of a veil observing girl
who earlier failed able to
recognize the accused.
Interestingly, couple of years
back during her first appearance
before the court, she was not
covering her mask while giving
her evidence and did not identify
Mullah as Killer of her family. It
only proves that PM Hussina
Wajid has deliberately planned
the murder to please India and
win anti Pakistan votes in the
coming elections.

Moreover, on the direction of
India, unlike the past years, a
ceremony was held in Dhaka on
March 24, 2013, with full
enthusiasm to honour ‘Foreign
Friends of Bangladesh Award,” in
relation to the crisis which led to
the separation of East Pakistan
in 1971. For this purpose, several
foreign friends who included
various institutions and media
anchors from various countries,
particularly India were invited.
Besides other renowned persons.
Notably, on the instruction of
New Delhi, in December, 2012
the names of participants in the

said ceremony were announced
after approval of RAW. In the
same year Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Hasina Wajid had refused
to attend D-8 conference in
Islamabad unless Pakistan
tendered apology for the alleged
genocide of Bengalis.

In this regard, in the recent
past, a book titled, “Sheikh
Mujibur ~ Rahman:  The
Unfinished Memoirs” written by
a Bengali as his autobiography
has been simultaneously released
in Bangladesh, Pakistan and
India. The book left no stone
unturned in distorting Pakistan’s
history and tarnishing the image
of Pakistan’s armed forces
regarding the separation of East
Pakistan. Without
comprehending reality, the book
explained that it was not Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Bengalis
who wanted to break up
Pakistan, but actually created
Pakistan.

In short, the political
conspiracy took place as result
of Indian interference that led to
break up of Pakistan.

Indian Army sunder the

cover of Mukti Bahini raided and
killed locals. Bengalis were
massacred and their women
were raped.

Critics of the tribunal and
judicious murder of Mullah say
that touching an old issue after
42 years of Bangladesh
inception is nothing else than
a political tool of PM Sheikh
Hasina Wajid. In fact, she is
just playing in Indian hands
and started killing people
through biased judiciary to
avoid defeat in elections and
divert public attention from the
internal dissatisfaction, border
issue and water conflict. Thus,
UNO and world community
should intervene and ask
Hasina Wajid to stop barbarism
against those who did not
support “Indo-Mujib
Game of 1971”.

She must learn the lesson
from the history when Pakistan
freed her father Sheikh Muijib but
assacinated by own people on
August 15, 1975.She should
work for regional harmony
rather creating gulf between two
Muslim states.

The girl activist that
wants to transform
Nepali Society her way

Anna Leach

After studying business in
Thailand, Menuka Gurung
wants to return to Nepal to
transform society through
social enterprise. Photograph:
Ewen Bell “I was born and
raised in Kathmandu. My
parents moved to the capital
from a village after they got
married. Although they didn't get
a chance to study, they made
sure that my sister and | got the
opportunity.”

“My grandmother wanted a
grandson from my father. She
was disappointed when | was
born because | was the second
child and they expected a son.
Though my father was her eldest
son, she never showed love
towards us because she expected
a grandson. | felt sad about this.
However later | realised that this
is not just my story; there are a
lot of people who have faced
gender inequality.”

The first challenge a girl
faces is her own family.
Nowadays, more people support
girls' education in Nepal.
However, there are still a lot of
uneducated families who have
no idea about education and
women's rights.

If we want equality then we
need to involve boys as well as
girls in advocacy. The boys
should know how girls feel when
they are teased, or when the boys
are allowed to go out but girls
have to stay at home after 7pm.

Biggest challenge: Balancing
my studies with extra-curricular
activities is one of my biggest
challenges. My parents were
happy to see how concerned |
was about women's rights and
my activities in community, but
they always had a fear that it
might affect my studies.

Proudest moment: Organising
a flashmob with Hollaback,
which campaigns to end street
harassment, was one of my
proudest moments. More than
anything, for me being a part of
Women Lead, the first and only
leadership organisation for young
women in Nepal, makes me
proud. As a trainee and as an
intern, I was able to interact with

people from different
backgrounds and spread the
word about women's

empowerment and at the same
time learn from their experiences.
Currently, 1 am an
undergraduate in Webster
university in Thailand, majoring in
management and international
business. I want to pursue a career
in social entrepreneurship. My
dream is to transform Nepalese
society through responsible
solution-oriented business. When
we talk about women in business
it is about more than sewing,
knitting and household work.
Some people in Nepal feel that
women can't go beyond that. |
want to change their
misconception about women in
business and as a whole.

Abdul Majid Zargar

on J&K issue.

resolution of the dispute.

India now appears all set to partition
Jammu & Kashmir by metes & bounds by
erecting a 10-metre high wall — First along
its 197 KM stretch of boundary with Pakistan
and later along the Line of control in J&K. If
the media reports are to be believed, Work
has already begun on the proposed partition
wall. Land stands identified and revenue
papers have been processed for a formal no-
objection certificate to be obtained from the
state government. The proposed wall will be
135 feet wide which means that it will be
higher and wider than both the Berlin Wall
and the serpentine barrier that Tel Aviv has
constructed to usurp occupied territories in
Palestine. It will pass through 118 villages in
Jammu sector alone. On the other side
(Pakistan side) of the wall, a trench of several
feet depth will be excavated-similar to one
witnessed along the Outer wall of Red forte
in New-Delhi. The State Govt. has adopted a
stoic silence on the issue. The proposed wall
will be in flagrant violation to UN resolutions

E A clarification at the outset will be in
order though. India calls that portion of the
Border as “International Border” which
demarcates the State of Jammu & Kashmir
with Pakistan’s Sialkot sector . It is a
misnomer. Given the disputed nature of whole
of J&K State, recognized internationally, this
portion can never be called International
Border but only a working border till the

India, Pakistan & Jammu and Kashmir
already stand divided by a barrier which
consists of double-row fencing and
concertina wire eight to twelve feet (2.4-3.7
m) in height, electrified and connected to a
network of motion sensors, thermal imaging
devices, lighting systems and alarms. India’s
fresh bid to construct a long wall along the
divided border is a sign of regressive
nostalgia. History is replete with instances

The great Kashmir wall

where walls have been built to preserve
occupied lands but without any success.
The Romans built Hadrian’s Wall in
England to keep the Picts out and the East
Germans built the Berlin wall to prevent
its people from meeting people on the other
side . The paranoid regime in Israel
constructed a number of walls in a span
of six decades. And it plans many more
protective walls” in future. Similarly there
are walls which separate Americans from
Mexicans. The success of these walls is
for anybody to see. The Berlin wall fell
like a pack of cards & occupation of
Palestine has not made the citizens of
‘Israel’ any more safer than before.

Good fences or walls have never made
good policy, just as they have never made
good neighbors. In 221 BC Chinese
emperor, Qin Shi Huang ordered the
construction of a wall to guard China’s
territorial gains against the land claims of
the Xiongnu people from Mongolia, who
claimed the Chinese had stolen their land
& sought its return. It started a great
bloodbath & left a bitter taste among
various tribes of the time. When the Great
Wall of China was finally finished in the
16th Century - the construction of which
claimed over 3,000 lives - it did little to
prevent the Ming Dynasty from keeping
out the Manchus, who nonetheless
overthrew the government.

By constructing a wall as planned,
India will only convert itself into a ghetto-
state. At best it could be a strong & armed
ghetto but a ghetto nevertheless. It cannot
attain peace by erecting barricades, how-
so-ever long & strong these may be
which can only be achieved by mending
fences with its neighbors. And to achieve
peace it is imperative that India takes
concrete steps with Pakistan to solve
Kashmir problem in its historical
perspective.
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